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Roundtable on Future Prospects for Afghanistan 
 
Co-sponsored by the Centre for International Policy Studies (CIPS), University of Ottawa, 
Afghanistan: Pathways to Peace and Peacebuild – The Canadian Peacebuilding Network 
 
Canada’s military training mission in Afghanistan has come to and end as that country 
undergoes a major political transition while facing an evermore lethal insurgency, declining 
international assistance and increasing humanitarian needs. To explore the short- to medium-
term prospects for Afghanistan, the Centre for International Policy Studies (CIPS), Univesity of 
Ottawa, Afghanistan: Pathways to Peace and Peacebuild – The Canadian Peacebuilding Network 
are co-sponsoring an off-the-record, information-sharing roundtable April 14 at the University 
of Ottawa. The objective is to engage Canadian and Afghan area specialists from humanitarian 
agencies, academia, as well as former and current government officials to share their 
perspectives on the humanitarian situation, security issues, political developments, what is or 
isn’t taking place in terms of a peace process, and possible options for future Canadian 
engagement. The roundtable is by invitation only and will be under the Chatham House Rule. 
 
Date:   April 14, 2014 
Time:   12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

Agenda 
 
Discussion area 1 
Humanitarian and development trends 

 General security issues directly affecting humanitarian relief and developmental work 

 Positive developments – education, health sector, National Solidarity Program, other 

 National and sub-national governance 

 Economic trends 
 
Panelists (currently confirmed) 

 Steve Mason, Aga Khan Foundation Canada 

 Lindsay Gladding, Ryan Friesen, World Vision Canada 

 Humayun Hamidzada, President and CEO, Development Policy Group, former Deputy 
Minister of Finance, Afghanistan 

 
Discussion area 2  
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Current peace and conflict trends 

 The election process – legitimacy of process and results, prospects for political change 

 Security trends and possible future security arrangements  

 Regional peacemaking issues and trends 

 Afghan negotiations  
 
Panelists (currently confirmed) 

 Sabrina Saqeb, former Member of the Afghan Parliament, founding member, Research 
Institute on Women, Peace and Security, Kabul 

 Peter Jones, Centre for International Policy Studies, University of Ottawa 

 Gerald Ohlsen, Afghanistan Pathways to Peace 

 Peggy Mason, Chair, Peacebuild – The Canadian Peacebuilding Network 
 
Discussion area 3 
1. Possible scenarios 
2. Options for future Canadian involvement  

 Humanitarian and developmental assistance 

 Regional dialogue 

 Civil society support, human rights protection 

 Digital diplomacy 

 Other  
 
General discussion 
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