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The biodiversity complex 



Three dimensions 
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Issue-areas 



The Intergovernmental Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

as a “Boundary Organization” 

The aims of the IPBES is to “address the needs of 
Multilateral Environmental Agreements that are 
related to biodiversity and ecosystem services, 
and build on existing processes ensuring synergy 
and complementarities in each other's work” 
(www.ipbes.net).  



The Normative Baseline 





The IPBES social network of  
co-publications 



The IPBES social network of  
co-participation 
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co-membership 





 



Numerical and social representation for 
the issue-area dimension 
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Environment 37 90% 1324 87% 36 19% 62% 75% 

Trade 10 24% 313 21% 31 21% 42% 22% 

Development 18 44% 795 52% 44 34% 40% 17% 

Agriculture 15 37% 606 40% 40 42% 45% 14% 

Culture 10 24% 348 23% 35 14% 41% 23% 

E
x
p
er

ie
n
ce

  

w
it

h
 I

O
s 

IOs Enviro. 24 59% 1089 71% 45 44% 23% 7% 

IO Trade 1 2% 26 2% 26 0% 11% 23% 

IOs Develop. 12 29% 611 40% 51 61% 48% 13% 

IOs Agr. 7 17% 346 23% 49 58% 51% 19% 

IOs Culture 9 22% 456 30% 51 56% 59% 15% 

 Population 41  1524  37    

 



Numerical and social representation for 
the scale dimension 
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Genetic 8 20% 237 16% 30 17% 38% 23% 

Species 21 51% 769 50% 36,5 24% 41% 22% 

Ecosystems 35 85% 1314 86% 37,5 25% 30% 9% 
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Local 14 34% 421 28% 30 13% 29% 32% 

National 37 90% 1413 93% 38 23% 32% 8% 

Transnational 12 29% 475 31% 40 16% 38% 25% 

International 22 54% 1032 68% 47 45% 29% 7% 

Population 41   1524   37 
      

 



Numerical and social representation for 
the epistemological dimension 
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Natural 

Sciences 
36 88% 1330 87% 37 43% 56% 17% 

Social 

Sciences 
11 27% 468 31% 43 27% 42% 22% 

Traditional 

Knowledge 
10 24% 346 23% 35 13% 37% 25% 
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Scientists 26 63% 863 57% 33 21% 38% 34% 

Policymakers 21 51% 928 61% 44 38% 32% 17% 

Population 41  1524  37    
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