
Ronaldo Au-Yeung is a MA student of
international politics in the Department of
Political Science at Simon Fraser University.
His primary research interest involves
international relations theories, particularly
regarding to offensive realism and its
application to Chinese foreign policy and Sino-
Canadian relations. While he is a firm believer
of offensive realism, often finds some important
domestic factors that greatly shape China’s
foreign policy, such as nationalism, are
neglected by offensive realism due to its
exclusive focus on structural (third image)
variables. His secondary research interest
therefore focuses Chinese domestic politics
and neoclassical realism. With a broad focus on
China, he is also interested in the challenges
and threats Beijing poses to international
institutionalization and legalization, particularly
regarding to the passage of Hong Kong
National Security Law, human rights conditions
in China, and the South China Sea disputes. 

2022 Graduate Student Conference Panelist

Panel 2: 
International Politics

Post-Pandemic



Maegan McKay is a Masters in Public Policy
Candidate at Simon Fraser University (SFU)
with a background in international assistance
and foreign policy. Maegan has a particular
interest in how these areas intersect with
human rights, neocolonialism, and gender. Her
experience includes researching with
grassroots organizations in Ethiopia to work
with the United Nations Office for Project
Services in partnership development. She
currently works for the International
Development Research Centre in Policy and
Evaluation and serves on the Human Rights
Policy Board at SFU where she uses her
research background in sexualized violence
prevention policies to advise on policy
improvement and implementation. Her thesis
research seeks to amplify and operationalize
the calls for decolonization in international
assistance evaluation by African evaluators
within Canada's international assistance
evaluation policies and practices.
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Manal Lallali est étudiante à la maîtrise en
science politique à l’Université du Québec
à Montréal. Très investie au sein de son
université, elle occupe le poste de
monitrice de programme au Centre Paulo
Freire du Département de science politique
de l’UQÀM qui est un centre de ressources
et de monitorat pour les étudiants et
étudiantes en science politique. Ses
recherches portent sur les relations sino-
africaines, plus précisément à faire la
lumière sur les critiques et à déterminer la
stratégie et la politique africaine chinoise
de demain.  
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Patrick Leblond is CN – Paul M. Tellier
Chair on Business and Public Policy and
Associate Professor in the Graduate
School of Public and International Affairs at
the University of Ottawa. He is also Senior
Fellow at the Centre for International
Governance Innovation (CIGI), Research
Associate at CIRANO and Affiliated
Professor of International Business at HEC
Montréal. Dr. Leblond is an expert on
economic governance and policy with a
particular focus on Canada, North America,
Europe and, increasingly, China. He has
published extensively on financial and
monetary integration, banking regulation,
international trade and business-
government relations. Before embarking on
his academic career, he worked in
accounting and auditing for Ernst & Young
as well as in corporate finance and strategy
consulting for Arthur Andersen & Co. and
SECOR Consulting. 
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Patrick Leblond est titulaire de la Chaire CN –
Paul M. Tellier en entreprise et politiques
publiques et professeur agrégé à l’École
supérieure d’affaires publiques et
internationales de l’Université d’Ottawa. Il est
également senior fellow au Centre pour
l’innovation dans la gouvernance internationale
(CIGI), chercheur associé au CIRANO et
professeur affilié au Département des affaires
internationales de HEC Montréal. M. Leblond
est spécialiste des questions de gouvernance
et de politiques économiques, avec un regard
particulier sur le Canada, l’Amérique du Nord,
l’Europe et, de plus en plus, la Chine. Il a publié
plusieurs ouvrages sur l'intégration financière et
monétaire, la réglementation bancaire, le
commerce international et les relations
gouvernements-entreprises. Avant
d’entreprendre sa carrière universitaire, il a
travaillé comme expert-comptable pour Ernst &
Young et comme conseiller en finance et
stratégie d’entreprise, d’abord chez Arthur
Andersen et ensuite chez SECOR Conseil à
Montréal. 
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Patricia Fortier is a former Canadian diplomat who has
focused on crises and change. 
After retirement she became a Senior Fellow of the University
of Ottawa Graduate School of Public and International Affairs
as well as a Fellow of the Canadian Global Affairs Institute.
She also became a director on boards including: two Canadian
companies (Primero Mining until 2018, Greenlane Renewables
currently); global Women Executives on Boards (a founding
member); the Canadian Ambassadors Alumni Association; the
Canadian International Council and the GAC Mediation
Advisory Board. 
She retired from Global Affairs Canada in 2016 as Assistant
Deputy Minister of Consular, Emergency and Security. Other
work at headquarters included consular operations,
peacekeeping and regional security, development, IFIs and
economics, and UN affairs – particularly during Canada’s last
two stints on the UN security Council. 
Abroad she was Ambassador to Peru, Bolivia and the
Dominican Republic, Minister Counsellor in Washington DC
(during 9/11 and after), was Chief Advisor to the Organization
of American States High Level Mission to Peru. She also an
expert advisor with a democracy and human rights NGO of the
Americas, Deputy Executive Director of the Earth Council
(after the first UN Earth Conference), and as an immigration
officer in India and development officer in Kenya and in
Zambia. In Alberta she was Director of Policy Planning for
Edmonton Transit (where she helped plan that city’s first LRT
system) and Assistant Editor of Alberta Hansard.   
She was a Weatherhead Fellow at Harvard University and has
a Master’s in Public Administration from Queen’s University in
Kingston. 
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Daniel Thériault is a second year Master's
student in Political Science at McGill
University. Originally from Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Daniel received his B.A. in
Political Science and French from the
University of Utah. He is currently writing
his M.A. thesis on the 1974 UNGA
Declaration for the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order. Daniel works
at the intersection of critical constructivism
and practice theory in International
Relations and is broadly interested in norm
contestation and the influence of neoliberal
and socialist thought on international
organizations. As a recipient of the SSHRC
Mobilizing Insights in Defense and Security
(MINDS) initiative, Daniel has also studied
U.S. military and humanitarian policy in
Northern Iraq.
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Nchongayi Chris is a Doctoral Candidate at
the School of International Development and
Global Studies, University of Ottawa, Canada.
His research is at the nexus of security and
development with focus on, civil society
organizations and the politics of national
dialogues in Africa. He previously worked as
Oxfam’s liaison officer to the African Union on
Inclusive Peace and Security and has
supported several Oxfam’s projects with the
African Union and the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa. He led the development
of Oxfam’s inclusive peace and security
influencing strategy for African CSOs in 2019
and was 2020 Ocean Fellow at TBA21
Academy and Ocean Space Venice, Italy. Chris
holds a Master’s in Global Studies: Peace and
Security in Africa from the University of Leipzig,
Germany and a Bachelor of Laws (LL. B) from
the University of Buea, Cameroon.
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Patricia Fuller is a Senior Fellow at the University of
Ottawa’s Graduate School of Public and
International Affairs. She has extensive experience
in international affairs and public policy. Prior to her
retirement from the Government of Canada, she was
Canada’s Ambassador for Climate Change, leading
engagement with international partners on initiatives
related to climate change mitigation and adaptation.
She has represented Canada abroad as
Ambassador to Chile and as Ambassador to
Uruguay and was posted to Mexico and to
Guatemala earlier in her foreign service career. In
Ottawa, she was seconded to Natural Resources
Canada, where was head of the Office of Energy
Efficiency, and to the Privy Council Office. At Global
Affairs Canada, she served as Director General for
Economic Development and as Chief Economist.
She also has experience with trade policy, having
managed a number of complex trade remedy files
including softwood lumber and aerospace. 
Patricia Fuller holds a MSc. with distinction in
International Political Economy from the London
School of Economics and a Bachelor of Arts in
Economics and Political Studies from Queen’s
University. 
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Andreas Foerster was born February 5, 1997 in
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada. He grew up first in
Dartmouth, and then in Truro, also in Nova Scotia,
Canada. While in Truro he attended Cobequid Educational
Centre, graduating with Honours with Distinction and
winning the prestigious Social Sciences Medal. In the
summer of 2015, just after finishing high school, he was
accepted into the Royal Military College of Canada (RMC)
in Kingston, Ontario, through the Regular Officer Training
Plan (ROTP), as an Infantry Officer. He graduated from
RMC in November, 2020 with a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in
Honours History, his thesis being titled “Summer 1940:
Hitler’s Missed Opportunity for Victory in the East”. While
at RMC he served as a research assistant in the History
and Political Science Departments, working under many
distinguished experts in several different academic fields.
In September 2020 he was both medically released from
the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF), then began his studies
for his Masters of Arts (MA) in War Studies at RMC. In May
2021 he was invited to give a presentation titled “The
Military Applications of Solar Sail Technology” at the 23rd
Annual Graduate Student Conference hosted by the
Conference of Defence Associates Institute (CDA
Institute). He was also invited to give a presentation titled
“The Great Debate: Defining Hybrid Warfare” at the
International Society of Military Sciences Annual
Conference 2021 in October, 2021, but was unable to
attend due to a medical emergency.
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David Fortunat Nyamabo est originaire de l’Afrique
centrale. Il travaille comme Expert de la dette à la Direction
Générale de la Dette Publique, au Ministère des Finances
de la République Démocratique du Congo depuis 2006. 
 Dans ce cadre, il a participé à plusieurs négociations des
accords de financement et à la gestion des contentieux
relatifs à la dette souveraine notamment avec les fonds
vautours. 
En plus de ses activités professionnelles, il est Chercheur
au Centre de Recherche en Sciences Humaines (CRESH)
et Chef de Travaux à l’Université Technologique Bel
Campus à. Kinshasa où il enseigne le droit des finances
publiques, le droit fiscal et le droit du commerce
international. Il preste aussi comme Avocat au Barreau du
Kongo central.
Il est depuis 2019, Candidat au doctorat en droit
international à l’Université du Québec à Montréal (UQÄM).
Ses recherches doctorales portent sur les mécanismes de
règlement des différends internationaux relatifs aux dettes
souveraines dans le cadre du financement international du
développement et des relations économiques
internationales (REI). Il analyse aussi les politiques
internationales qui se rapportent au cadre juridique des
REI. Il s’intéresse particulièrement à l’analyse économique
du droit, la gouvernance, le droit international de
l’investissement et l’évaluation des politiques publiques. 
Le travail qu’il présente est tiré de ses recherches
doctorales. 
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Dr. Barbra Chimhandamba is a postdoctoral fellow at the
Centre of International Policy Studies. She completed her
doctoral studies in Political Science in January 2022 at
Carleton University, where she also completed an MA in
Political Science in 2016. Barbra attained her first degree,
a BA (Honours) in French with a minor in English, at the
University of Zimbabwe in 1992. Her areas of interest are
comparative politics, international relations, international
development and global ethics. Barbra’s doctoral research
engaged in an empirical and theoretical critical analysis of
the phenomenon of global celebrity humanitarianism and
philanthropy. From January to April 2020, Barbra was a
visiting scholar at the University of Johannesburg, South
Africa while she was carrying out the fieldwork for her
dissertation. 
Prior to graduate studies Barbra worked as a foreign
service officer. She has vast experience in bilateral and
multilateral diplomacy, having worked as a diplomat in
various countries, including Canada, and at the United
Nations Office in Vienna (UNOV), Austria. At the UNOV,
Barbra played an active role in the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) and the UN Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and was chairperson of the
African Group Task Force and the G77 and China Group
Task Force. 
In her spare time, she enjoys traveling – there is nothing
quite like visiting new places and sampling exotic cuisine;
spending time with family and friends, watching movies
and being a helpful member of the community. 
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Robert Lummack is a PhD candidate and SSHRC fellow in
the Department of Political Studies at the University of Ottawa.
His thesis examines the significance of the Donbas war and
subsequent military and defence reform processes in Ukraine
using qualitative methods of semi-structured interviews and
document analysis. Additional research interests include the
impact of Systems Thinking and Complexity theories in
International Relations (IR) theory and understanding the
content, connections and significance of contemporary war
across the spectrum of conflict. Robert’s thesis is informed by
professional experience as an educator in National Defence
where he has worked since 2009 teaching members of the
Canadian Armed Forces at the Chief Warrant Officer Robert
Osside Institute for the Profession of Arms. Robert
has taught and developed curriculum for a wide variety of
topics including military ethics, military applications of systems
theory and the Women Peace and Security (WPS) Agenda.
Robert has also contributed to defence diplomacy projects in
Jordan, Brazil, Macedonia, Philippines and Peru. Robert
serves as assistant editor of the Blue Knight Review, which
prioritizes the opinions of security practitioners where he has
edited Special Editions on Systems Thinking and Design
(2018) and Technology (2021).
Previously, Robert completed an internship at UNICEF HQ
and was a researcher for the Presidential Human Rights
Commission of Guatemala (COPREDEH). He has also
participated in electoral observation missions in Central
America and Ukraine. His Masters is in Political Science –
International Relations and the comparative Politics of
Developing regions
(McMaster, 07).
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Panthea Pourmalek is a master’s student at the School of
Public Policy and Global Affairs at the University of British
Columbia, Canada, and a Research Officer at the Global
Network of Women Peacebuilders (GNWP). Panthea’s
research is focused on global digital governance, and the
intersections of technology and Women, Peace and Security.
She is part of a research cluster exploring the use of
blockchain and decentralized trust technologies in transitional
law, and the restitution of land occupancy and ownership
rights in conflict-affected contexts. In 2021, she authored an
expert paper on the current global capacity of digital
governance for the Global Cooperation on Digital Governance
and the Geoeconomics of New Technologies in a Multi-polar
World project led by the Centre for International Governance
Innovation and King’s College London. At GNWP, she co-
authored a policy paper on women’s peacebuilding in the
context of digitalization and is now researching gender and
cybersecurity. 

Danielle Luo is a Senior Analyst at CPP Investments,
focusing on global public affairs, government relations, and
political and regulatory risks. Danielle works at the intersection
between geopolitics, the financial market and international
political economy. Danielle's research focuses on the nexus
between digital innovation, data governance, global
competition and geopolitics. In 2021, she authored an expert
paper on the current global capacity of digital governance for
the Global Cooperation on Digital Governance and the
Geoeconomics of New Technologies in a Multi-polar World
project led by the Centre for International Governance
Innovation and King’s College London.
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