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ABOUT CIPS
Since its foundation in 2007, the Centre for International Policy
Studies (CIPS) has informed and stimulated debate about
contemporary global issues and Canada’s role in world affairs.
Committed to excellence in research, CIPS has two focus areas —
international security and global governance. Drawing together
professors and graduate students in five research networks, we
also collaborate with researchers around the world. Located in
Ottawa, at Canada’s preeminent bilingual university, CIPS is a
dynamic meeting place for scholars, policy makers and
international activists and a vibrant hub for the exchange of new,
challenging and innovative ideas about global politics. Every year,
CIPS organizes a range of workshops, conferences and invited
speakers’ series, most of which are open to the public. CIPS’ highly
successful Blog, written only by subject-matter experts, is
recognized as one of the top foreign policy blogs in Canada and
the world. CIPS is jointly funded by the Faculty of Social Sciences
and the Office of the Vice-President, Research and Innovation at
the University of Ottawa.
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YEAR IN REVIEW
The past year was an exceptionally strong one for the Centre for International Policy Studies (CIPS).
Across research, publications, events, and outreach, the Centre demonstrated with clarity its distinctive
capacity to bridge disciplines, connect scholarship with practice, and contribute meaningfully to both
scholarly debates and real-world policy discussions. In a period marked by geopolitical uncertainty and
growing strain on global, regional and national institutions, CIPS reaffirmed its role as a trusted,
intellectually vibrant, and policy-relevant hub for events and publications on foreign policy and
international affairs.

A defining feature of CIPS’s work in 2025 was its sustained commitment to multidisciplinarity. Research
initiatives brought together perspectives from political science, economics, law, history, development

studies, security studies, and science and technology studies to address complex global challenges that cannot be understood

through a single lens. These initiatives went beyond parallel disciplinary contributions to generate genuinely integrative

analyses—linking questions of power, governance, markets, knowledge, and norms in ways that advanced both conceptual

understanding and empirical insight.

Equally central to CIPS’ identity was its ability to cross boundaries between academia and the world of practice.

Throughout the year, CIPS events and research activities consistently convened scholars alongside diplomats, policy makers,

civil servants, civil society actors, and industry representatives. Major conferences and workshops created spaces for informed,

candid, and forward-looking dialogue on issues ranging from Canada’s foreign policy positioning to the future of multilateral

governance. These exchanges ensured that academic research was tested against policy realities, while practitioners

benefited from analytically rigorous and evidence-based perspectives.

CIPS’ research networks played a particularly important role in sustaining this boundary-crossing ethos. In 2025, the Centre’s

thematic networks fostered ongoing engagement across methodological, regional, and substantive divides, strengthening

scholarly communities that are both analytically ambitious and outward-facing. By bringing together faculty, students, and

practitioners, these networks not only advanced cutting-edge research agendas but also provided vital spaces for mentorship,

collaboration, and intellectual exchange, especially for emerging scholars.

The Centre’s publication record further underscored its dual commitment to scholarly excellence and policy relevance.

Policy Briefs, Working Papers, and Policy Reports addressed pressing international challenges with clarity and analytical depth,

offering concrete insights and recommendations for policy audiences while contributing to wider academic debates. At the

same time, the publication of the latest volume of Potentia, the CIPS Graduate Student Journal, highlighted the Centre’s

ongoing investment in nurturing the next generation of international affairs scholars and amplifying graduate research within

broader scholarly and policy conversations.

CIPS also continued to expand its public and digital presence, notably through an active blog authored exclusively by

subject-matter experts and a growing engagement on social media platforms. These channels extended the reach and impact

of CIPS research well beyond campus, helping to make complex global issues accessible to wider audiences without sacrificing

analytical rigor.

Taken together, the activities of 2025 clearly illustrate CIPS’ distinctive added value: the ability to convene diverse voices,

foster multidisciplinary research, and translate scholarly insight into policy-relevant knowledge. The Centre’s work this year not

only advanced academic debates but also made substantive contributions to understanding—and addressing—the most

pressing international challenges facing Canada and the world.

As Director, I am deeply grateful to the faculty members, researchers, staff, associates, students, partners, and supporters

whose energy and commitment made this work possible. Their collective engagement continues to define CIPS as a space of

intellectual openness, rigor, and impact. Building on the momentum of 2025, the Centre is exceptionally well positioned to

continue strengthening its contributions to international scholarship and policy-relevant debate in the years ahead. My

colleagues and I look forward to welcoming you to future CIPS events and continuing these conversations together!

Alexandra Gheciu, Director of CIPS



RESEARCH AT CIPS
The University of Ottawa and the Embassy of
France in Canada initiated the Research Chair in
Science Diplomacy to tackle unique science
diplomacy challenges. Patrick Fafard, from the
University of Ottawa, & Pascal Griset, from
Sorbonne Université in France, are the co-chairs.

Among other activities, in February 2025, Patrick
Fafard gave a talk titled, “Science Diplomacy in
an Increasingly Fragmented and Uncertain
Geopolitical World: A Confluences Grand
Challenge Action Dialogue“. He also wrote a
blog in March: “Thinking Critically About Science
Diplomacy: What Does It Mean To Give Scientists
A ‘Seat At The Table’?”.

RESEARCH CHAIR IN
SCIENCE DIPLOMACY

CANADA’S CRITICAL
MINERAL DIPLOMACY

This partnership initiative, led by Wolfgang
Alschner & Patrick Leblond, brings academia,
industry and think tanks together to investigate
and evaluate Canada’s critical mineral
diplomacy. It asks a simple but pressing question:
How effective are Canada’s instruments of
economic statecraft in delivering secure and
sustainable critical mineral supply chains that
connect Canada with the world while reducing
over-dependence on China?

A public panel titled, Canada’s Emerging Critical
Mineral and Metal Diplomacy, kicked off this
research project on September 25, 2025.

The “Rereading the State ‘from Below’, in Fragile
States and Societies in Conflict” project was
initiated in early 2022 and interim reports were
released in June 2023 and May 2024. The results
of field research in Burkino Faso, Haiti and
Lebanon were presented at a CIPS event on
October 20, 2025 titled, “Rereading the State
from Below in Contexts of Conflict and Fragility:
Burkina Faso, Haiti, and Lebanon”. The
researchers are also planning to launch a
comparative analysis to begin to identify broader
avenues for understanding.

REREADING THE STATE ‘FROM
BELOW’, IN FRAGILE STATES
AND SOCIETIES IN CONFLICT

The 2024/2025 winner of the CIPS Research
Initiatives (CRI) competition was a research
project titled “Conflict, Democratic Backsliding,
and Diaspora Politics in Canada”, led by
Bantayehu Chanie, Philippe Frowd & Christina
Clark-Kazak. In 2025, they held a Call for Papers,
as well as their First Virtual Workshop, which
brought together 27 scholars and researchers
from across Canada and abroad. During the
workshop, 18 abstracts were presented. An
upcoming in-person workshop will be held in
Ottawa in Spring 2026. In November, the
2025/2026 Call for Applications was launched.
The winner will be announced in early 2026.

CIPS RESEARCH INITIATIVES
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RESEARCH AT CIPS
The ASN was created to enhance
knowledge and understanding of the Asia
region within the University of Ottawa
community.

It held three events in 2025, including:
EU-Taiwan Relations: What Can
Canada Learn? featuring Zsuzsa Anna
FERENCZY and moderated by André
Laliberté.
Will Global Civilization and World Order
Survive the Decline of the West?
featuring Amitav Acharya and chaired
by Pascale Massot.

INTERNATIONAL
POLITICAL ECONOMY

NETWORK
IPEN brings together Ottawa-based
scholars, students and practitioners
interested in understanding the political,
social and cultural dynamics of the global
economy.

It held 5 events in 2025, including:
How the Insurance Sector is Practically
Ignorant to Climate Risks: Anosognosic
to Uncomfortable Knowledge featuring
James Jackson and moderated by Ryan
M. Katz-Rosene.
Getting Action in World Politics
feautinrg Leonard Seabrooke and
chaired by Jacqueline Best.

In other IPEN news:
Professor Pascale Massot’s book
“China’s Vulnerability Paradox: How the
World’s Largest Consumer Transformed
Global Commodity Markets”, won 2
prizes.
Professor Ryan Katz-Rosene recently
published a book titled “The Growth–
Environment Debate”.
Professor Jacqueline Best’s paper titled
“The Fragility of Depoliticization:
Revisiting the History of Central Bank
Inflation-Management” was published
in January 2025.

ASIAN STUDIES
NETWORK

INTERNATIONAL
THEORY NETWORK

The goal of the ITN is to bring together
Ottawa-based scholars, students and
practitioners interested in the theories of
International Relations and cognate fields.

It held 6 events in 2025, including:
Modi’s Operandi: Effect of
Ethnonationalism on Indian Civil-
Military Relations, featuring Manaswini
Ramkumar and chaired by Srdjan
Vucetic.
The Digital Ripple of War: Civilian Harm,
Accountability, and the Battle for Truth,
featuring Emily Tripp and chaired by
Nisha Shah.

GRANTS RECEIVED BY CIPS MEMBERS
CIPS members were highly successful in obtaining research grants to advance their work.
Some examples include:

Benjamin Zyla - The Practice of Local Knowledge Acquisition, Filtering, and Integration
in International Peacebuilding Organizations (IPBOs): A Comparative Case Study
Analysis (SSHRC Insight Development Grant)

Professor Zyla continues to research the best techniques for peacekeepers and
peacebuilders to incorporate local knowledge and expertise into their procedures.

SECURITY STUDIES
NETWORK

The SSN brings together scholars, students
and practitioners interested in various
aspects of international and domestic
security. 

In 2025, they held two events:
Decolonial Research & Knowledge:
Perspectives on Ceremonial
Transformations and Climate
Resilience, featuring Ranjan Datta &
Jebunnessa Chapola, and chaired by
Philippe Frowd.
Curating Data for International
Security: Trust and Care in Multi-level
Information Systems, featuring Matthias
Leese and chaired by Philippe Frowd.

GENDER, PEACE, AND
DEVELOPMENT

RESEARCH NETWORK
The GPD-RN provides a platform for
exchange and collaboration among
University of Ottawa researchers, students
as well as colleagues in other institutions
including NGOs and government officials,
who work on the overlapping themes and
research priorities related to ‘gender
equality’, ‘peace and security’, and
‘international development’.

It held 8 events in 2025, including:
What Can We Learn From How
Canada’s FIAP is Landing in Latin
America and the Caribbean?
Strengthening the Representation of
Women in Diplomacy: Challenges and
Policy Solutions
‘Forgotten’ Crises and Implications for
Women, Peace, and Security

David Murakami Wood - Governing (Post-)Smart Cities: Asian Approaches (SSHRC Knowledge Synthesis Grant)
Professor Wood will continue research on how AI and other technological innovations are dramatically and rapidly changing municipal
governance systems, as well as challenging the traditional idea of “smart cities” through the integration of AI into transportation and
administration procedures. 

Thomas Juneau - Through a Glass, Bright: Assessing National Security Transparency in Canada (SSHRC Insight Grant)
Professor Juneau will examine the accessibility and accountability of national security organizations in Canada.

Larisa Kurtovic - Capturing the Elements: Politics of Green Transition and New Activist Fronts in Bosnia-Herzegovina (SSHRC Insight
Grant)

Professor Kurtovic will study the “Green Transition” in Bosnia-Herzegovina
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R E S E A R C H
H I G H L I G H T S

Afghanistan at a Crossroads: Policy
Recommendations for Canada and the
International Community by Faramarz
Tamanna
Rethinking Canada’s Middle East Engagement
in the Age of Trump’s Return edited by Thomas
Juneau and Bessma Momani

POLICY REPORTS

Femmes et gestion des crises en période
de conflits armées : enjeux de
l’implication des femmes dans la
promotion de la paix et la sécurité au
Cameroun by Irène Chiewouo Kuetche
The First Year of Municipal Governance
Under the De Facto Administration in
Afghanistan by Mohammad Naser
Timory

Canada’s Sputnik Moment Requires a Moonshot
Response by Patrick Leblond
How FIAP Broke Glass Ceilings in Canadian
Diplomacy – And Should Go Further by Lilly
Nicholls
Toward a Balanced and Inclusive Canada-EU
Digital Trade Agreement: Policy
Recommendations for Data Governance and
Innovation by Patrick Leblond and Mark
Camilleri

POLICY BRIEFS
CIPS released 4 Policy Briefs this year
including:

Creative Dissent: A Politician’s
Struggle for Peace by Hon. Douglas
Roche, O.C.

CIPS released 2 Policy Reports this year
including:

OPSA REPORT
The Observatory on Politics and
Security in the Arctic (OPSA), in
collaboration with CIPS, released
“The First Annual Canadian Arctic
Survey”. It contains data from a
survey conducted among Arctic
residents in Canada. They also
presented their findings in a CIPS
event held on September 9, 2025.

WORKING
PAPERS

CIPS released 2 Working Papers this
year including:
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Volume 15 of Potentia features the following Research Papers, Policy Briefs & Creative Submission:

Research Papers:
Live Free or Die: Security in a World of Decentralized Arms Manufacturing

By Patrick Sauriol (McMaster University)
Recettes fiscales et renforcement de l’État : le cas d’Haïti

By Manson Collagene (University of Ottawa)
Global Governance and the Challenges of Transnational Advocacy: The Coptic Minority in Diaspora

By Lilian Estafanous (Queen’s University)
Le conflit rwando-congolais et le poids de l’identité : Une lecture inspirée de Jonathan Mercer

By Yvon Muya (Université Saint-Paul)
The Dispossession of International Students by Canadian Higher Education as a form of Imperialist Extraction
from the Global South

By Ashwin Shantha (Carleton University)
Un Regard sur la photographie genrée à travers les élections présidentielles en Haïti de 2010 et 2016 : double jeu
de la représentation de l’objet photographié

By Max Robenson Vilaire Dortilus (University of Ottawa)
Haïti et CARICOM : Intégration ou isolement camouflé?

By Marc André Siméus (Université d'État d'Haïti)

Policy Briefs:
Self-Determination, Participation, and Openness: Insights from Latin America to Canada's Implementation of the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

By José Luiz Ferreira Cardoso (Brock University)
Canada's Indo-Pacific Strategy: A Postcolonial Review

By Sim Zhi Ming (York University)
Great Power Rivalries and South Asian Regionalism

By Devashri Awasthi (McGill University)
Positionnement épistémologique et secteur minier québécois : le cas des ententes sur les répercussions et les
avantages (ERA)

By JeanSol Goulet Poulin (University of Ottawa)
Improving NFL’s Strategy of Reducing Waste from Unused Championship Merchandise: Leveraging Sports
Diplomacy for Sustainable Development and International Cooperation

By Jessica Dean (McGill University)

Creative Submission:
Two Minutes Pitch: The State of our Environmental Union

By Rodrigo Feracini (University of Victoria)
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February 3, 2025
This event took place at a moment of high tension in
U.S.-Canada relations, shortly after President Trump
began his second turn and was threatening to impose
tariffs of 25% on Canadian imports. It featured a number
of experts discussing how the Canada-U.S. relationship
could move from tension to teamwork.

September 11, 2025
This event presented the work of the LSE IDEAS Women
in Diplomacy project, which aims to improve women’s
representation and leadership in diplomacy by
identifying both barriers and enablers to women’s
leadership in national diplomatic services and
international organisations.

September 23, 2025
In this talk, Amitav Acharya drew on his new book, which
covers 5000 years of history, to show that world order
has never been the monopoly of any civilization or
nation. He concludes that the future world order will not  
be shaped by one, two or a handful of great powers, but
by a “global multiplex”.

December 10,2025
Alex Neve, the 2025 CBC Massey Lecturer, offered an
overview of the lectures, including the fractured state of
our world and a hopeful way forward. He was joined by
four other members of the uOttawa community,
reflecting on what universality means in their human
rights work and studies.

November 12, 2025
Ms. Charlotte Bué, Head of Division for the United States
and Canada, European External Action Service, joined us  
for a conversation about the current state of Canada-EU
relations, highlighting how Canada and the European
Union have recently rediscovered their many
commonalities and intensified their cooperation.

E V E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
In 2025, CIPS held 55 events which were attended by over 2350 people in-

person and over 1600 people online.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K28zNgkiTgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLtWu_Vnmuo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sf--D8tzXYA
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/event/eu-canada-relations-a-conversation-with-ms-charlotte-bue-head-of-division-for-the-united-states-and-canada-european-external-action-service/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/event/universal-renewing-human-rights-in-a-fractured-world/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/event/economic-security-cooperation-in-canada-u-s-relations-moving-from-tension-to-teamwork/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/event/strengthening-the-representation-of-women-in-diplomacy-challenges-and-policy-solutions/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/event/will-global-civilization-and-world-order-survive-the-decline-of-the-west/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/event/universal-renewing-human-rights-in-a-fractured-world/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/event/eu-canada-relations-a-conversation-with-ms-charlotte-bue-head-of-division-for-the-united-states-and-canada-european-external-action-service/


F U L L  D A Y
C O N F E R E N C E S

AMBCANADA – CIPS CONFERENCE:
FINDING CANADA’S PLACE IN A

DISORDERED WORLD
In May, CIPS and the Canadian Ambassadors Alumni
Association (AmbCanada) held their first-ever joint
foreign policy conference. The event included the
following three panels:

How Much Can We Rely on Our Traditional Alliances?
How Should We Engage the Rest of the World?
How Does This Change Our Diplomacy?

The event ended with concluding reflections by Senator
Peter Boehm.

Read the full conference report.

WORKSHOP:
“SAVING THE FURNITURE: WHICH

ELEMENTS OF THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM
MUST BE SUSTAINED – AND HOW?”

This workshop, held in September and organized by CIPS
and the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs
(NUPI), explored which elements of the multilateral order
can or should be rebuilt, reformed, or protected. It
featured the following elements:

Welcome & Opening Remarks
Panel: “What is the Future of the Multilateral System –
and What Can Be Done?”
Plenary discussion of: “Saving the Furniture: Which
Elements of the Multilateral System Must be
Maintained – and How?”
Panel: “Saving the Furniture: Global Governance of
Trade, Tax and Finance”
Panel discussion: “Saving the Furniture: Climate
Governance”

Listen to the related podcast.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND THE MUSEUM
IN THE INDO-PACIFIC

This half-day conference, held in November in
partnership with the ASN, the Research Chair on Taiwan
Studies and the School of Sociological and
Anthropological Studies, explored the relations between
nations as revealed through museum practices and
collections, including the presence of Indigenous peoples
in Canada’s museums. How can the museums across the
Indo-Pacific contribute to reconciliation and the
engagement of Indigenous peoples in people-to-people
diplomacy? It featured a keynote address, along with a
number of academic presentations. Read the related
blog.

OTHER CONFERENCES
In addition to these 3 conferences, we also hosted 4
additional conferences with the help of various partners:

GCTF Workshop: The Prosperity of Indigenous Peoples
across the Indo-Pacific (The Chair of Taiwan Studies &
The Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Canada)
Redefining Development in the New World Disorder:
Harnessing AI and Innovative Finance to Reach the
Sustainable Development Goals [Watch it here] (The
Group of 78 & the IDRC)
Canadian Security Interests and Trump 2.0 [Watch it
here] (Canadian Pugwash Group & the Outer Space
Institute)
Local Knowledge(s) in International and Canadian
Security Governance (GPD-RN & the Peacebuilding and
Local Knowledge Network)
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Top video released in
2025:

Website:
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/

Views - 157k+

Youtube:
@CIPSuOttawa

Views - 19.6k+
Subscribers - 10.5k

Most viewed
content in 2025:

S O C I A L  M E D I A

Bluesky:  
@cepi-cips.bsky.social 

Followers - 130+
Likes - 160+

Linkedin: 
Centre for International

Policy Studies

Impressions - 92,000+
Reactions - 1500+

Unique visitors - 800+
Followers - 2700+

In 2025, we made some changes to our social media channels. We chose to move
away from Twitter and focus on Bluesky and LinkedIn. Be sure to follow us!

Newsletter

3.6k subscribers
37% open rate

Subscribe here!
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C I P S  B L O G

BEST BLOG AWARD
The 2% NATO Defence Spending Target is Not Evidence-Based

Policymaking
By Cesar Jaramillo

Our judge, Madelaine Drohan, narrowed the list down to the top 5 blogs, which
were then voted on by the public. 

View the short list here.

In recognition of this award, and in accordance with the author’s wishes, CIPS
donated $300 to Project Ploughshares.

HIGHLIGHTS
The CIPS Blog is written only by subject-matter experts, focusing on a wide
variety of issues ranging from Canadian foreign policy, climate change and

security to economic challenges, democracy and development.

In 2025, we published 44 blogs written by 38 different authors.

The most read blog published in 2025 was Understanding the Conflict in
Ethiopia’s Amhara Region by Bantayehu Shiferaw Chanie with over 2500 views.

The most frequently written about topic in 2025 was Trump and the USA, with 10
blogs covering how they interact and affect NATO, defence, tariffs, diplomacy,

economic spending, the WHO, the global economy, trade policy, and more.
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R E S E A R C H
A S S O C I A T E S

P O S T D O C T O R A L
F E L L O W S

GERVAIS DOUMTSOP KANOUO ANNA BOGIC

BANTAYEHU SHIFERAW CHANIE FARAMARZ TAMANNA

Climate Risks & Disaster
Responses, with a
particular focus on

Africa, Environmental
Justice and North-South

Equity

Abortion Laws,
Left/Right Populist
Politics, Wartime
Sexual Violence,

Feminist Translation
Studies

Afghanistan’s Foreign
Policy, Political

Development, Peace
and Security 

State-Building, Ethnic
Politics and Conflict,
Political Transitions,

Forced Displacement

SYLVAIN MAECHLER

Intersection of Global
Environmental

Governance and
International Political

Economy

LOU PINGEOT

Global Historical
Sociology, International

Practice Theory,
Policing of Racialized

Communities
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